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What was uplift cinema  and who was the 
target audience?

Uplift cinema is a movement in the beginning 
of the 20th century that focused on displaying a 
more accurate and positive portrayal of Black 
Americans in cinema. It prioritized 
representing Black American as humans who 
have separate and distinct identities but share 
a collective culture and history. It also 
functioned to reject the narrative, stereotypes, 
and scientific  racism of the early 20th century. 
Uplift cinema’s target was  not only Black 
Americans but White Americans as well. It 
wanted to present these images to Americans 
in order to disprove the contemporary theory.

How does uplift relate to Black identity?

Uplift focuses on presenting  the individual and 
diverse identity of its black audience. It seeks to 
reject the stereotypical identity that is portrayed in 
science and media of the time period.  It also 
demonstrates how others, ones who produced 
uplift films, view black identity.

Who contributed to uplift?

Contribution to uplift cinema was not limited 
to anyone of a specific  race or class.  Many 
prominent individuals and  film companies 
contributed and created many uplift films. The 
most prominent are:

Booker T. Washington 

Oscar Micheaux 

Historical Feature Films and Ebony Motion 
Picture 

Lincoln Motion Picture Company.
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What are Race Films?

Though there might be various definitions of 
race films, they are films created for a Black 
audience with a black cast, producer, director, 
writer, or cast. Race films can be created by white 
directors, producers, or writers. 
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