
“Alas Poor Ireland!”

British Prejudice, “the Irish Precedent,” and the Origins 
of the American Revolution



Background

Causes of the American Revolution: Any Ideas? 



Background

“The Unhappy Circumstances of the Common People of Ireland”

● A Quick Irish History Lesson



Background

“The Unhappy Circumstances of the Common People of Ireland”

● How Americans Would Have Known About It 
○ Irish Immigration (1720s, etc.), Reading of Swift, Influential Essay by David Hume



“The Irish Precedent” and the First Stages of the American 
Imperial Crisis 

● The “Abrupt Discovery of Inequality”
○ Humphrey Ploughjogger, comparison of Americans to Jewish people in Book of Esther



“The Irish Precedent” and the First Stages of the American 
Imperial Crisis 

● Looking to “the Irish Precedent”
○ To the precedents of discrimination, conquest 
○ “The Carthaginians and the Sardinians”



“The Irish Precedent” and the Turn from Resistance to 
Rebellion 

● The Beginnings of a Growing Concern About Conquest
○ Books read by people like Adams and Jefferson: Rare histories about Ireland + Franklin 

visits in Ireland during the 1770s



“The Irish Precedent” and the Turn from Resistance to 
Rebellion 

● The Beginnings of a Growing Concern About Conquest
○ Newspaper reports on Ireland’s plight
○



“The Irish Precedent” and the Turn from Resistance to 
Rebellion 

● Full-Fledged Concern About Conquest
○ Newspaper reports on Ireland’s plight
○ Leland’s History of Ireland, the Quebec Act, and reports British were applying Irish 

precedents of conquests to the Americas 



AND THEN…REBELLION BECAME REVOLUTION
● “The First American Revolution” and Lexington & Concord



Thank You!


