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Who was the Dorothy Day 
we don’t consider? 



New York City Gravedigger Strike of 1949



Cardinal Joseph Spellman 

“Happy to be a strike breaker” 
 





“eminent Catholic laymen surrounding Cardinal 
Spellman, advising him out of their own 
weakness, greed and lack of diplomatic ability” 

“could not treat Catholic working men as 
human beings and brothers.”



Monsignor Gaffney in 1951



“…We were ready to go to St. Patrick's, fill up 
the Church, stand outside it in prayerful 

meditation. We were ready to take advantage 
of America's freedoms…”



Day: The Distinctly American Catholic 


